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Reflective Paper 

 This is a paper about CMST 406, Social Media Technology. In this paper, I will be 

describing my experience in this class, some of the things that I learned, and I will go through the 

curriculum for an A in the class. All the while I will upload screenshots of some of the things we 

did. 

 This class was definitely something new for me. I had always been involved with social 

media, but I had never put too much thought into it about the consequences and other things that 

come with the use of social media. But I think this class needs a more direct focus on social 

media. I think that in the future, there needs to be benchmark areas throughout the semester. For 

example, there can be a goal to build followers on Twitter. Have students take screenshots every 

two weeks or so and try to get their followers above a certain number. Things like that would 

really help to stimulate social media use instead of just saying “go use this site and this site.” 

 I did learn quite a bit though. I, personally, seemed to get a lot from when the other 

students taught class as well. I liked this because I was able to learn directly from their 

experiences. And I hope that others were able to get the same from my presentation about 

Twitter. I also learned just how fast news can travel across social media platforms and just how 

vast it is. For example: the story of the lady’s family photo that was stolen. Things like that 

happen every day, but who knows what exactly is all out there? It blows my mind how fast news 



can travel across social media. Personally, I go straight to Twitter when something big happens 

because it is usually one of the first places to have breaking news coverage. 

 

To earn an A 

 Attend all classes with no unexcused absences or tardies. 

This one I feel like I did really well. If there was ever a time where I had to leave, I always made 

sure that I let you know when I was going to be absent. Sometimes I ever tweeted you to let you 

know again that I would be gone. I thought this was a nice touch on the social media aspect side 

of the class. Because I was able to communicate with the teacher almost instantaneously.  

 Act as discussion leader for one or two in-class discussions presenting new ideas/material 

about social media in class. 

For this one, I had a discussion day about Twitter. We talked about how to gain followers, how 

to follow pages with solid content on them, and how to determine whether a tweet has good 

information to it or not. It was a really good discussion and I heard that some people got some 

good use out of it! 

 Increase your number of reflective writings productivity to around 2-3 times per week, on 

average. 

This was one thing that I did not do as good on as I wish I would’ve, but I think that is just 

because I hate blogging. In the future, I think that students should have a choice of how to do 

their reflective writing. I don’t think it should be just blogging, because I firmly believe that 

blogging is not the best way to go about it. I would’ve much rather shown my interactions on 

Twitter or Facebook with other students and other people rather than blogging. This kind of 

brings me back to having benchmarks throughout the semester. Screenshots of proof would be a 

great thing! Just have it well structured. 

 Make one display of impressive personal courage using social media this semester. You 

decide what form this will take. It definitely shouldn't be anything that puts you in 

personal danger, but rather stretches you into doing something that you would not 

ordinarily do. 

My one stretch of personal courage was showing my social media off during my interview at 

Advisors Excel. They wanted to see my work, show I showed them my personal website and that 

was one of the most nerve racking things that I’ve ever done. But I must have done something 

right! Because they loved what they saw and I got an internship this summer. 

http://ksusocialmediatech.wikispaces.com/discussion+leader


 Provide regular, supportive feedback to peers. This can be in any number of forms, 

including comments on their blogs, verbal encouragement in class, Twitter comments, etc. 

Again, Twitter was my number one go-to for this way as well. I talked with quite a few of the 

other students through Twitter. We shared our blog posts on Twitter, talked about our lives and 

what not, and shared things that we liked. I also commented on a few of Paige’s and Amy’s blog 

posts over the course of this semester. 

 Show your social media prowess by documenting your growth on various social media 

platforms. E.g. get before and after screenshots of follower counts, examples of blog 

comments, Twitter interactions, etc. 

 

 Create professional online resume or presence using your own website or LinkedIn 

 

This is the proof needed for my social media 

growth. When I started this class, I had about 180 

followers to 100 following. Now you can see that 

both of these numbers have increased because I am 

following more people that are interesting to me. I 

also experimented with Instagram, which is about 

the only other social media platform that I have 

never messed with before. 

https://www.linkedin.com/


 

 

http://fenderbendrdesigns.com/ 

 



 Demonstrate leadership by making meaningful and frequent (weekly) contributions to the 

class Wiki page content, Diigo group bookmarks, and posting commentary in wiki online 

discussions. 

I did post a few things on the Wiki, but I did most of my stuff through Diigo. Every time I would 

be surfing the internet and saw something that pertained to the class, I would bookmark it with 

Diigo. I really enjoyed this website because it kind of got everyone on the same page. People 

were then able to see what others were seeing and see what is happening in the world. 

 Experiment with 3 new social media platforms and report results in written reflections and 

during class discussions. 

I experimented with Instagram, Reddit, and Tumblr. To be quite honest, I didn’t like any of 

them. But they were worth a shot. I talked about them in my class-led discussion over Twitter. I 

asked if anyone was using Twitter regularly and then talked shortly about my experience with it 

and about a few that I was trying out as well.  

 Write 3 quality exam questions to be used on the class midterm exam. 

 

1. Explain how someone can be put down using social media. Has this ever happened to you? 

2. Social media has been proven to boost up businesses. How? 

3. What is your favorite social media site? Why do you use it? What appeals to you? Wish anything 

about it was different? 

 

 Complete a high quality APA format research paper 5-8 pages and publish it in the class 

eBook.Share your work in class. 

You can find this on another blog. It is labeled “Research Paper” and is a PDF file. 

 Submit your APA paper for consideration to the KSU Salina Undergraduate Research 

Showcase. If accepted, Either present your work at the showcase at 3:30 pm on April 29, 

2015, or politely decline an invitation, and instead present your work to the class. 

I definitely did the paper and submitted it to the Undergraduate Research Showcase. It was such 

a rewarding experience! I learned a lot from what I did. It was really fun doing my own research, 

learning about prior research, and seeing what I came up with. The presentation was a little less 

fun, but it was still a good time! I would do it again in a heartbeat. 

 

http://ksusocialmediatech.wikispaces.com/file/view/Undergraduate%20Research%20Showcase%20Program.pdf/538493394/Undergraduate%20Research%20Showcase%20Program.pdf
http://ksusocialmediatech.wikispaces.com/file/view/Undergraduate%20Research%20Showcase%20Program.pdf/538493394/Undergraduate%20Research%20Showcase%20Program.pdf

